The art of midwifery: lost to technology?
This paper looks at how the art of midwifery is affected by the increasing availability and use of sophisticated technology. The use of the cardiotocograph is an example of how overuse of such technology can have detrimental affects, not only for the midwife but also for the woman in labour. While this technology has made a great impact in obstetric nursing, the effects on the low-risk pregnancy need to be evaluated. Midwives need to be research-based in their clinical practice and question the overuse of technology, such as the cardiotocograph, in cases where it is not warranted.